INTRICATE   PATHS   THAT   LEAD   NOWHERE

Here the Sahara appears to be a boundless sea, broken only by wave-
like mounds of sand. This appearance is confined to certain sections as
the regions of sand dunes occupy only about one-tenth of the entire area.
The desert contains rocky plateaus, vast tracts of loose stones and

pebbles, mountain ranges of different types and valleys, as well as fertile
oases. The northern portions of the Sahara are inhabited by tribes of
nomad Arabs; the oases and certain of the mountainous districts have a
settled population that subsists by agriculture.